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MEDIA R E LE AS E

dwyer/vsl
10 / 1/84
Dailies + weeklies

HEALTH SERVICE TAKES GOOD CARE OF STUDENTS
By Maribeth Dwyer
UM News and Publications
Dr. Robert B. Curry,.director of the Student Health Service at the University
of Montana, says both suppliers and consumers of health care are becoming more
"wellness oriented."
He notes that the number of students who spend time in the campus infirmary
has been dropping every year.
"That tells me that students are paying more attention to good habits that
prevent illness," he says.

"And students are reporting their symptoms to us

earlier."
The health service tries to make it easier for students to do that.
don't necessarily have to have an appointment to see a doctor.

They

And the average

35,000 visits recorded annually indicates that more than 70 percent of the student
population is using the health service.
The quality and scope of the service they receive is matched by few schools
in the United States.
The full-time staff includes four physicians, two dentists and 15 RNs as well
as lab technicians and other support personnel.
•

addition, board-certified specialists in private practice in Missoula,

which is a regional medical center, serve as consultants.

These doctors give

weekly clinics at UM in psychiatry, dermatology, orthopedics and gynecology.
consultant staff also includes podiatrists, radiologists and pathologists.

(over)

The

health service--add one

The health service operates a 16-bed in-patient clinic.

This infirmary has

nurses on duty around the clock and a physician always on call.
An out-patient clinic offers students unlimited consultation with doctors for
diagnosis of illness and provides such services as minor surgery, setting of fractures,
and immunizations.
day or night.

The clinic is staffed to handle emergencies at any hour of the

The number to call is 243-2122.

The university pharmacy in the health service offers students and their
dependents complete prescription service.

It is operated by the UM pharmacy school

to train senior pharmacy students under the supervision of registered pharmacists.
Concerned with mental and emotional as well as physical soundness, the health
service provides group and individual therapy, marriage counseling, and alcohol
and drug counseling.

At odd hours during the day— whenever student volunteers are

available to staff it--a walk-in facility is open.

The volunteers are trained to

listen to the problems of their peers who drop in, and they will also visit
students at their residences if need be.
The UM student has access to all this T.L.C. for a quarterly fee of $29.
'Or. Curry points out that the health service has limitations.

It is not

equipped for major surgery, for example.
"In order for students to be adequately protected, they must be covered by
supplemental health insurance, either under their parents1 policy or through the
university-sponsored Blue Cross of Montana insurance," he says.

"They should take

care of this important matter at registration or as soon after as possible."
Dr. Curry's concern about students' having sufficient insurance is completely
in character.

He is interested in every aspect of their well-being.

UM students since 1965 obviously cares.
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